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RESEARCH ARTICLES
Research articles are peer-reviewed contributions presenting original, rigorous and theoretically grounded scholarship relevant to the cyber defense landscape. Given the multidisciplinary nature of the journal and its broad readership, including practitioners, academics, policymakers, and military professionals, we welcome a wide range of methodologically sound research approaches and submissions, from shorter analytical pieces to longer, in-depth studies.

Typical length ranges from 3,000 to 10,000 words (excluding abstract and references), with shorter pieces expected to have a tightly scoped contribution and longer ones offering more substantial or integrative insights. Authors should ensure that their articles can be read at both interdisciplinary and disciplinary levels.

Every research article must clearly articulate its research question(s), contribution statement, describe the research design or methodology employed, and demonstrate engagement with existing academic literature. Submissions should contribute to knowledge development through systematic analysis, empirical evidence, or theoretical advancement, rather than personal reflection or commentary.

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE FOR FIRST LEVEL HEAD – SECTION HEAD
Sample text inserted for demonstration. Organize the main text of your article using section headings and subheadings. Open the Styles Panel and use CDR_Heading 1 for first level, CDR_Heading 2 for second level, CDR_Heading 3 for third level. The body of the text uses CDR_Paragraph and the Reference list CDR_References.

If your article is accepted for publication, it will be typeset as the journal requires. Since most authors will not have the journal fonts installed, the page make-up is liable to alter slightly with the change of font.
This is an Example for Second Level Head – Subsection Head
This is an Example for Third Level Head – Subsubsection Head.
The Cyber Defense Review manuscript template allows authors to type their content into the pre-existing set of paragraph formatting styles applied to the sample placeholder text here. Throughout the document you will find further formatting instructions (for figures and bibliographical references) and all the information contained in the instructions to authors. 
Additionally, some sections include guidance about scientific writing; these are for inspirational purposes and are not prescriptive.  
Research Articles are peer-reviewed contributions that present original and rigorous scholarship relevant to the cyber defense landscape. Given the multidisciplinary nature of the journal and its broad readership, including practitioners, academics, policymakers, and military professionals, we welcome a wide range of research approaches and submissions, from shorter analytical pieces to longer, in-depth studies. Typical length ranges from 3,000 to 10,000 words (excluding abstract and references), with shorter pieces expected to have a tightly scoped contribution and longer ones offering more substantial or integrative insights. Authors should ensure that their articles can be read at both interdisciplinary and disciplinary levels.
Manuscript Submission
Manuscripts must be submitted in Microsoft Word (.docx) format or as a LaTeX document (with all source files and compiled PDF) through the journal’s online submission system. 
Submissions should be in English and written in a clear, concise, and scholarly tone. Use American English spelling and conventions throughout. Avoid jargon when possible and define acronyms upon first use.
Responsible Use of Large Language Models and Generative AI Tools
We allow, and even encourage, authors to use Large Language Models (LLMs) and generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Gemini) to assist with writing, editing, or translation. Authors may use AI tools to enhance grammar, clarity, or spelling, without needing disclosure. 
However, any use beyond basic language polishing must be done under the following three conditions and be transparently reported. First, all content produced must be correct, original, and accurately reflect the author’s own intellectual contributions. Authors remain fully responsible for AI outputs as well as the appropriateness of the research process for which AI is used. Second, authors must clearly disclose any use of AI software when it generates substantive new text, code, tables, or figures. Such disclosures, detailing the tool used and sections affected (prompt text disclosure is left at the discretion of the authors), should be included in acknowledgements or appendices, with the level of detail matching the extent of AI use. Third, AI tools must never be listed as co‑authors; all listed authors must meet standard authorship criteria and are fully accountable for the content.
Copyright and Use of Third-party Material
The author is responsible for securing permission for any copyrighted material included in the submission. The author must ensure the content of the submission does not contain material that is libelous or would violate copyright or otherwise infringe upon the rights of others, including patent, trademark, trade secret, or rights of privacy or publicity. Prior to publication of the article, the author shall provide the CDR with proof of consent to use all copyright-protected material.
You will be publishing your paper under an Open Access license. If it contains material for which you do not have Open Access re-use permissions, please state this clearly by supplying the following credit line alongside the material: Title of content, Author, Original publication, year of original publication, by permission of [rights holder]. This image/content is not covered by the terms of the Creative Commons licence of this publication. For permission to reuse, please contact the rights holder.
Figures and Tables
Figures and tables should be clearly labeled and embedded within the main text near their first mention. Include descriptive captions and cite all figures/tables in the body of the manuscript. Ensure all visuals are high-resolution (minimum 300 dpi) and suitable for grayscale printing. Please submit any tables in your main article document in an editable format (Word or TeX/LaTeX, as appropriate), and not as images. 

Authors are encouraged to follow accessibility best practices when preparing visuals:
· Provide alt text for all figures and tables to describe their content for screen readers.
· Use symbols, patterns, or labels in graphs and charts instead of color alone, as all papers are printed in grayscale. Color should not be used to convey meaning, since it will not appear in the print version.
· Use clear, legible fonts and ensure high contrast between text and background.

Citing related work
The CDR uses a Chicago Manual of Style Author-Date citation style: www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html
Do not use endnotes or superscripts.
In-text citations: Sources are cited in the text, usually in parentheses, by the author’s last (family) name, the publication date of the work cited, and a page number if needed. No punctuation appears between author and date. Author-date citations are usually placed just before a mark of punctuation. For example: (Smith 2023) or (Dawson and Lallemand 2024). 
Where the author’s name appears in the text, it need not be repeated in the parenthetical citation. For example: “Tufte’s book on cyber security (2001) warns against…’’
When the same page or pages in the same source are cited more than once in one paragraph, the parenthetical citation can be placed after the last reference or at the end of the paragraph, but preceding the final period. If the page numbers change, the citation should occur at the first reference; the following citations need include only the page. 
When a reference list includes two or more works published in the same year by the same author or authors, the text citations as well as the reference list must use the letters a, b, and so on. For example: (Davis 2012a)
For works by two or three authors, all names are included (Fischerkeller, Goldman and Harknett 2022). For more than three authors, only the name of the first author is used, followed by ‘et al.’ or ‘and others’. Note that et al. is not italicized in text citations. (Smith et al. 2019)
Consult the References section at the end of this document for instructions on how to format sources in the reference list. It includes instructions specific to government documents (directive, doctrine, field manual, military regulation, report, strategy document).
INTRODUCTION
[The introduction should briefly place the study in context and highlight why it is important. Define the purpose of the work and its significance. Suggested guiding questions:
· What is the problem or opportunity? Who is impacted, and in what context? Why do we need to address it? 
· Why does it matter now? How significant is the issue (use evidence such as reports, survey data, or prior research)?
· What did you do to address it (summarize in 3 sentences)? 
· What is your contribution and who benefits from it? 
What are the key concepts of your paper, and how do you define them? (Definitions can also be provided in the Related Work section if more appropriate.)

Organize from general to specific. Do not include results or discussion here. Add references to literature or data that scope the problem and make the case for timeliness.]

BACKGROUND
[Provide additional historical, technical, or conceptual background if needed. This section is optional and may be merged into the introduction if concise.]

RELATED WORK
[Discuss prior work and situate your study in the body of academic and professional literature. Do not simply list sources; synthesize and analyze. Address:
How have others tried to solve this problem?
What are the strengths and shortcomings of prior approaches?
What opportunities remain for your work to address?

Clearly define key concepts that are used throughout the paper (if not already done in the introduction). We recommend dividing this section into subsections with meaningful titles.]
RESEARCH DESIGN
[Describe the methodology clearly and in enough detail for others to evaluate or replicate. Depending on your discipline and study type, include:
Research objectives (sometimes includes precise questions or hypotheses)
Study design (case study, experiment, literature review, survey, simulations, mixed-methods approaches)
Participants / data sources / materials
Procedures or protocols
Analytical framework (qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods)]

Findings
[Present your results in a clear, logical, and concise manner. Use tables, figures, or visuals where appropriate. Ensure all figures and tables are properly labeled and referenced in text. Do not interpret results extensively here—that belongs in the discussion.]
DISCUSSION
[Interpret your findings in relation to prior studies, theory, and practice. Discuss:
What do the results mean?
How do they compare with existing research?
What are the implications and open questions?
What are the limitations of your study? (briefly)
What future work does this suggest?]

Implications for Cyber Defense
[As part of the discussion, or as a separate subsection, explain specifically how your work informs the field of cyber defense. What are the operational, strategic, policy, or technological implications? How can military, industry, or government stakeholders apply your insights?]
CONCLUSION
[Summarize the main contributions of your work, highlight the significance of the findings, and restate their relevance to cyber defense. Keep concise. Avoid introducing new results or references.]
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Web page
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Google. 2023. “Privacy Policy.” Privacy & Terms. Effective November 15. https://policies.google.com/privacy.

Government documents

Directive / Instruction
References: Department of Defense. 2019. “DoD Instruction 8500.01: Cybersecurity.” DoD Chief Information Officer, October 7. https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodi/850001_2014.pdf
In-text (first citation): (Department of Defense [DOD] 2005)
In-text (subsequent citations): (DOD 2005)

Doctrine
References: Joint Chiefs of Staff. 2017. Countering air and missile threats. JP 3-01, Washington, DC, https://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/Documents/Doctrine/pubs/jp1_ch1.pdf.
In-text (first citation): (Joint Chiefs of Staff [JCS] 2017)
In-text (subsequent citations): (JCS 2017)

Field Manual / Military Regulation
References: Department of the Army. 1994. Sniper training. FM 23-10, Washington, DC, http://www.bits.de/NRANEU/others/amd-us-archive/fm_23-10%2894%29.pdf.
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Strategy Document
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