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THIS IS AN EXAMPLE FOR FIRST LEVEL HEAD – SECTION HEAD
Sample text inserted for demonstration (to be removed before your submission). Organize the main text of your article using section headings and subheadings. Open the Styles Panel and use CDR_Heading 1 for first level, CDR_Heading 2 for second level, CDR_Heading 3 for third level. The body of the text uses CDR_Paragraph and the Reference list CDR_References.

If your article is accepted for publication, it will be typeset as the journal requires. Since most authors will not have the journal fonts installed, the page make-up is liable to alter slightly with the change of font.
This is an Example for Second Level Head – Subsection Head
This is an Example for Third Level Head – Subsubsection Head.
The Cyber Defense Review manuscript template allows authors to type their content into the pre-existing set of paragraph formatting styles applied to the sample placeholder text here. Throughout the document you will find further formatting instructions (for figures and references) and a summary of the information contained in the Instructions to Authors. 
Additionally, some sections include guidance about academic writing; these are for inspirational purposes and are not prescriptive.  
Professional Commentaries provide timely, practice-oriented reflections on current developments, operational challenges, or policy issues in the cyber defense landscape. These contributions are designed to stimulate informed discussion and share wisdom and knowledge across sectors. While we do not expect a high level of academic formalism, the strongest commentaries are those that thoughtfully engage with relevant literature, frameworks, or prior debates to support and enrich the author’s argument or experience. They are typically 2,500 to 6,000 words (excluding abstract and references) and written in an accessible tone. Submissions to the Professional Commentary track follow a single-blind review process, where the reviewers know the identity of the authors. 


Professional Commentaries are assessed based on the following criteria:
Relevance and timeliness: Does the commentary address a current or emerging issue in the cyber defense landscape? 
Practical insight and originality: Does the commentary offer thoughtful, practice-oriented reflection or share experience-based insight? Is the perspective fresh, provocative, or especially valuable to the field? 
Argumentation and support: Is there a clear position or reflection articulated by the author(s)? Where appropriate, is it supported by relevant literature, frameworks, or debates – even briefly? 
Clarity and accessibility: Is the writing clear, engaging, and accessible to a broad readership? Is the tone appropriate for a professional but non-academic piece?  

Manuscript Submission
Manuscripts must be submitted in Microsoft Word (.docx) format or as a LaTeX document (with all source files and compiled PDF) through the journal’s online submission system. 
Submissions should be in English and written in a clear, concise, and scholarly tone. Use American English spelling and conventions throughout. Avoid jargon when possible and define acronyms upon first use.
Responsible Use of Large Language Models and Generative AI Tools
We allow, and even encourage, authors to use Large Language Models (LLMs) and generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Gemini) to assist with writing, editing, or translation. Authors may use AI tools to enhance grammar, clarity, or spelling, without needing disclosure. However, any use beyond basic language polishing must be done under the following three conditions and be transparently reported. First, all content produced must be correct, original, and accurately reflect the author’s own intellectual contributions. Authors remain fully responsible for AI outputs as well as the appropriateness of the research process for which AI is used. Second, authors must clearly disclose any use of AI software when it generates substantive new text, code, tables, or figures. Such disclosures, detailing the tool used and sections affected, should be included in acknowledgements or appendices, with the level of detail matching the extent of AI use. Third, AI tools must never be listed as co‑authors; all listed authors must meet standard authorship criteria and are fully accountable for the content.
Copyright and Use of Third-party Material
The author(s) are responsible for securing permission for any copyrighted material included in the submission. They must ensure the content of the submission does not contain material that is libelous or would violate copyright or otherwise infringe upon the rights of others, including patent, trademark, trade secret, or rights of privacy or publicity. Prior to publication of the article, the author shall provide the CDR with proof of consent to use all copyright-protected material.
Figures and Tables
Figures and tables should be clearly labeled and embedded within the main text near their first mention. Include descriptive captions and cite all figures/tables in the body of the manuscript. Ensure all visuals are high-resolution (minimum 300 dpi) and suitable for grayscale printing. Please submit any tables in your main article document in an editable format (Word or TeX/LaTeX, as appropriate), and not as images. 

Authors are encouraged to follow accessibility best practices when preparing visuals:
· Provide alt text for all figures and tables to describe their content for screen readers.
· Use symbols, patterns, or labels in graphs and charts instead of color alone, as all papers are printed in grayscale. Color should not be used to convey meaning, since it will not appear in the print version.
· Use clear, legible fonts and ensure high contrast between text and background.

INTRODUCTION
The introduction should briefly place your commentary in context and explain why it matters. Since professional commentaries are practice-oriented, the introduction should balance relevance for practitioners and accessibility for a broad readership. 
Suggested guiding questions:
What is the challenge, opportunity or strategic issue you are addressing? Who is impacted, and in what mission or context?
Why does it matter now? Emphasize timeliness by connecting to – and drawing on evidence from – recent conflicts, events, adversary actions, technological advances, doctrinal changes, or current defense priorities (e.g., resilience, deterrence, force generation). 
What is your perspective or experience? Briefly summarize the lens of your experience—military command, operational planning, acquisition, cyber operations, policy-making, etc.— and how this grounds your insights.
What is the unique value of your commentary?  Are you offering lessons from the field, operational reflections, or policy insights that can inform strategy, doctrine, or capability development? Clarify whether you are offering insights from practice, reflections from experience, or provocative arguments to spark discussion? Emphasize the relevance for key defense stakeholders: who might benefit from reading this piece (e.g., military forces, defense industry, policymakers)?


MAIN BODY
The body can be structured flexibly, but it should follow a logical flow. Use clear headings to help readers navigate the commentary. Possible elements include:
· Context and background: Provide additional historical, geopolitical, technical, or conceptual background if necessary. Clearly define key concepts that are used throughout the paper.
· Author’s Perspective: Bring in your own practice-based insights, experiences, or lessons learned. This is a hallmark of this format. The experience, perspective, or professional role of the author(s) is central to the value of the piece. Readers and reviewers alike benefit from knowing the authority and practical background behind the arguments presented.
· Analysis and reflection: Engage with relevant literature, frameworks, or prior discussions to support and enrich your points. Avoid simply descriptive writing—show implications, contrasts, or lessons.
DISCUSSION / IMPLICATIONS FOR CYBER DEFENSE 
Draw out the practical insights: What are the operational, strategic, policy, or technological implications? What should military, industry, or government stakeholders take away from this commentary?
Highlight challenges, risks, or opportunities that deserve further attention.
Situate your reflections in the broader cyber defense landscape: what is new, provocative, or valuable?

CONCLUSION
Summarize your key message and its relevance to cyber defense in a strong closing statement. Optionally, end with recommendations or questions for future discussion.
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